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Lesson 17: The Restoration Movement 

I. The Church is Under Attack 

A. It should not surprise us that the church is under attack. 

1. The church has always been under attack. 

2. The book of Revelation was written to provide comfort 
and assurance when the church was under attack from 
the seemingly all-powerful Roman Empire. 

B. The church is under attack today from without. 

1. We have already seen how Satan is attacking the 
church today by sowing confusion. 

2. I doubt that any of us are surprised that the church is 
under attack from without.   

C. The church is also under attack today from within. 

1. The church of Christ is the church that Jesus promised 
to build in Matthew 16.  It is the church of prophecy in 
Daniel, Isaiah, Joel, and Micah.  It is the church that was 
established in Acts 2.  It is the church to which we were 
added by God when we were saved.  It is not a man-made 
organization. 

2. But there are some among us who reject all of that.  To 
them, the church of Christ is just another denomination, 
and it is arrogant, they say, for us to suggest otherwise.   

3. We sprang to life, they argue, as a vibrant new 
movement in the 1800’s.  The “pioneers” of “our 
movement,” they say, are the leaders of the restoration 
movement, and the writings and sermons of those 
restoration leaders are our source documents. 

a) Under this  view, we are no different  from the 
Baptists,  the Methodists , or  any other 
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denomination.  We may differ on certain 
theological questions, but  we are all  man-made 
religious organizations of recent origin. 

b) According to them we really are just 
Campbellites.   

(1)  That moniker is  not  only insult ing to the 
Lord's  church and to Alexander Campbell ,  
but  i t  is  also historically inaccurate. 

(2)  In 1804, Barton W. Stone and others 
official ly withdrew from the Presbyterians 
and begin to call  themselves Christ ians only.  
They adopted the Bible as their  only guide, 
they announced thei r belief in the complete 
autonomy of the local  congregation, and they 
repudiated al l  man-made rel igious 
organizations. Shortly thereafter they began 
to teach salvation by baptism for the 
remission of sins. 

(3)  Barton W. Stone did not meet Alexander 
Campbell  unti l  1824, when the lat ter made an 
extended tour of Kentucky. When Campbell  
came to Kentucky, the church had already 
been restored in that  area. Were they 
“Campbell i tes” before ever having met 
Alexander Campbell? 

(4)  One of the congregations that  Stone 
helped to establish was the Bethlehem church 
of Christ  in Tuckers Cross Roads, Tennessee. 
My father (and co-teacher) preached there 
from 1955 to 1957. The church was res tored 
in Tuckers Cross Roads before Barton Stone 
ever met Alexander Campbell .  Members of 
the Lord’s church are not Campbell i tes – we 
are Christ ians and Christ ians only. 

(5)  G. C. Brewer told the following story:  A 
community in Kentucky decided to bui ld a 
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building for community rel igious and social  
use. Several  denominations in the community 
led in the effort .  Our brethren who l ived in 
the community decided not to cooperate. 
When the building was completed, the people 
who buil t  i t  naturally did not want i t  to be 
used by those who had declined to have any 
part  in building i t .  They were in the process 
of putt ing a clause in the deed that  al lowed 
anyone in the community to use the building 
"except Campbell i tes."  A knowledgeable man 
among them said, "If you want to keep those 
folks out of this  facil i ty, that  won't  do i t .  I 
have heard some of them say they aren't  
Campbell i tes, and they do a pretty good job 
of proving i t ."  After considerable discussion, 
they finally wrote,  "This building may be 
used by anyone in the community except 
Christ ians." 

(6)  We are Christ ians.  We wear no other 
name, nor should we want to wear any other 
name.  

c) The primary theme of this attack on the 
church is that the church of Christ  i s just 
another denomination, and we in  the church 
should all  just  admit i t  and move on.  They 
argue that we are just deceiving ourselves i f we 
believe that we are members of  the restored 
New Testament church. 

d) This attack is  extremely serious.  Why? 

(1)  First ,  it  is  serious because of i ts  source.  
It  is  coming primarily from within our 
Christ ian colleges and universi t ies, and thus 
i t  is  ini tial ly and specifically targeted at  our 
children. 

(2)  Second, i t  is  serious because of i ts  effect .   
It  undermines the foundation of the church.  
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If this  church is  “our church” and if i t  is  of a 
recent, human origin, then i t  is  not  the Lord’s 
church.  It  is  not  and cannot be the kingdom 
made without hands in Daniel  2.  It  is  not  and 
cannot be the church established by God in 
Acts 2.  It  is  not  and cannot be the church 
that  Jesus promised to build in Matthew 16. 

(3)  “If the foundations are destroyed, what  
can the righteous do?” (Psalm 11:3) 

4. Before we examine this attack in detail, let’s begin by 
studying some of the restoration movements in the Bible.  
We can then compare these restoration movements to the 
American restoration movement of the 1800’s. 

II. Restoration Movements in the Bible 

A. A Restoration Occurred During the Days of Josiah 

1. The Bible tells us that a restoration was needed. 

a) God commanded his people in  Exodus 20:3-5 
to worship Him and Him alone.  That 
commandment had been abandoned by the time 
Josiah became king. 

2. The Bible tells us that a restoration occurred. 

a) Josiah sought  to restore the worship  of the  
one true God,  and he began to eliminate the 
high places where idols were worshipped. 

(1)  2 Chronicles 34:3  For in the eighth year 
of his  reign, while he was st i l l  young, he 
began to seek the God of his  father David;  
and in the twelfth year he began to purge 
Judah and Jerusalem of the high places , the 
wooden images, the carved images, and the 
molded images.  
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b) Josiah next worked to restore the  house of  
God to its rightful  state. 

(1)  2 Chronicles 34:10  Then they put i t  in 
the hand of the foremen who had the 
oversight of  the house of the LORD; and they 
gave i t  to the workmen who worked in the 
house of the LORD, to repair and restore the 
house. 

c) While those repairs were  underway,  the Law 
of Moses was discovered. 

(1)  2 Chronicles 34:14-19  Now when they 
brought out the money that  was brought into 
the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest  
found the Book of the Law of the LORD 
given by Moses.  15 Then Hilkiah answered 
and said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have found 
the Book of the Law in the house of the 
LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to 
Shaphan. …18 Then Shaphan the scribe told 
the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest  has 
given me a book.” And Shaphan read i t  
before the king.  19 Thus i t  happened, when 
the king heard the words of the Law, that  he 
tore his clothes. 

d) Josiah called all  of  the people together and 
read them the Law they were to follow.  The 
King made a covenant to  follow what was 
written in the  book. 

(1)  2 Chronicles 34:29-31  Then the king sent 
and gathered all  the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem.  30 The king went up to the house 
of the LORD, with al l  the men of Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem – the priests  and 
the Levites, and all  the people, great  and 
small .  And he read in thei r hearing all  the 
words of the Book of the Covenant which had 
been found in the house of the LORD.  31 
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Then the king stood in his place and made a 
covenant before the LORD, to follow the 
LORD, and to keep His commandments and 
His test imonies and His statutes with al l  his  
heart  and all  his  soul, to perform the words 
of the covenant that  were writ ten in thi s  
book. 

e) Josiah also restored the observance of the 
Passover . 

(1)  2 Chronicles 35:18-19  There had been no 
Passover kept in Israel  l ike that  since the 
days of Samuel the prophet;  and none of the 
kings of Israel  had kept such a Passover as 
Josiah kept, with the priests  and the Levites, 
al l  Judah and Israel  who were present, and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  19 In the 
eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this  
Passover was kept. 

3. Key Question: Did Josiah create something new or did 
he restore something old? 

a) What was the result  when Josiah and the 
people read and followed the word of God?  
Did they create a new man-made organization 
or did they restore a divine  organization? 

b) What did Josiah come up with  that was new?  
Was Josiah the first to  suggest that  there is 
only one God?  Was he  the fi rst  to suggest that 
idolatry was wrong?  Did Josiah come up with  
the Sabbath day?  Did Josiah create the 
Passover?  Or did  Josiah restore  these beliefs 
and practices? 

B. Nehemiah 

1. A similar restoration occurred in Nehemiah 8:1-18. 
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a) Nehemiah 8:1-18  Now all the  people 
gathered together as one man in  the open 
square that was in  front  of  the Water Gate; and 
they told Ezra the scribe to  bring the Book of 
the Law of  Moses, which the LORD had 
commanded Israel . . . .  14 And they found written 
in the Law, which the  LORD had commanded 
by Moses, that the children of Israel  should  
dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh 
month, … 17 So the whole  assembly of those  
who had returned from the captivity  made 
booths and sat under  the booths;  for  since the 
days of  Joshua the son of Nun until  that day the 
children of Israel had not done  so . And there 
was very great gladness.  18 Also day by day,  
from the  first day until  the  last  day,  he read 
from the  Book of  the Law of God. And they 
kept the feast  seven days; and on the eighth day 
there was a sacred assembly,  according to the 
prescribed manner. 

2. This restoration follows the same pattern that we saw 
with Josiah. 

a) First , there  was a  departure from the word of  
God.  Men had rejected the commandments of  
God and were no longer worshipping God 
properly.  They had rejected God’s plan and 
God’s pattern . 

b) Second, someone found the word of God, 
read it , and discovered that a departure had 
occurred.  That person decided to  follow the 
word of  God rather  than the word of  man. 

c) Third,  the pattern  and practices found in the 
word of  God were restored.  The people began 
to worship and serve God according to His 
commandments.   Restoration had occurred. 



www.ThyWordIsTruth.com 

 8 

d) KEY POINT:  As far  as those people were 
concerned in Nehemiah 8 and 2  Chronicles 34,  
the situation following the restoration was as if  
no departure had ever  occurred.  That is,  if  no 
departure had ever occurred,  they would have 
been worshipping and serving God exactly as 
they were now worshipping and serving God.   
Why is  that important?  Because it  tells us that 
the restoration was completed.  That which was 
lost had been restored.  

The American Restoration Movement 

C. History tells us that a restoration was needed. 

1. As in the days of Josiah and Nehemiah, by the 1800’s 
(and much earlier) men had rejected the pattern and plan 
found in the New Testament for the church. 

2. Their churches and their creeds were man-made.  They 
had rejected the gospel plan of baptism and repentance 
found in Acts 2.  They had rejected the divine pattern for 
proper worship and church organization. 

D. History & our presence here today tell us that a 
restoration occurred. 

1. Men and women turned to the word of God and read 
about God’s plan for the church.  They recognized that 
departures from that plan had occurred, and they rejected 
those departures.  They began to worship and serve God 
according to the commandments in his word.    

2. We owe a great deal to early restoration leaders such 
as Alexander Campbell, Barton W. Stone, Walter Scott, 
Benjamin Franklin, “Raccoon” John Smith, and many 
others:  

a) We owe them for their  example of  courage 
and faithfulness in  the face of  sometimes 
extreme opposition. We owe them for their 
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widespread proclamation of the gospel – 
something to  which many of us indirectly owe 
our own knowledge  of the  truth .  We owe them 
for their  willingness to change when they 
discovered that they were in error and 
restoration was needed.  We owe them for  their 
love of God, his word, and his  people. 

3. But there are also many things that we do NOT owe the 
restoration leaders.   

a) They did NOT give  us the Bible.   They did 
NOT give us the  church.  They did NOT give us 
the pattern for  proper  worship.   Our history 
does NOT begin with  them! 

b) And they would be  the very first to  agree 
with those  statements! 

4. Many of us here today are here because of the 
restoration movement and its leaders’ decision to return 
to the pattern revealed in the word of God.  And for that 
we owe the leaders of the restoration movement a great 
debt.  But they did not create the church, and if they were 
here they of all people would be the most upset by the 
attacks we are studying today. 

5. These attacks are carried out under the guise of 
honoring the restoration leaders, but it does just the 
opposite.  Rather than honor the restoration leaders, 
these attacks accuse them of creating the very thing they 
were fighting against – man made religious organizations.  
The restoration leaders would not feel honored by this 
modern day attack against the Lord’s church. 

6. How can we tell that the restoration was completed?  
Because the church became as if no departure had ever 
occurred.  That is, if no departure had ever occurred, 
people in the church would have been worshipping and 
serving God exactly as they were now worshipping and 
serving God.  If we can say that today, then the church 
has been restored (past tense!). 
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a) If the restoration has not been completed, 
then what is  it  that  we lack? And why haven’t 
we fixed that issue?   

b) Are we perfect? Of course not.  But are we 
following the pattern  for  the Lord’s church 
revealed in the Bible? Absolutely .  The church 
has been restored. 

7. What did Alexander Campbell or Barton W. Stone come 
up with that was new?  Were they the first to sing without 
the use of instruments? Were they the first to suggest 
that baptism for remission of sins is essential?  Were they 
the first to partake of the communion on the first day of 
each week?  Were they the first to base their practices 
and beliefs on the Bible rather than on man-made creeds? 
Were they the first to have autonomous congregations 
rather than man-made hierarchies? 

8. They were RESTORATIONISTS!  They were restoring 
something old, not creating something new. 

9. If you take an old piece of furniture or a classic car and 
you restore it, what have you done?  Have you created a 
new piece of furniture?  Have you created a new car?  
Common sense should tell us that it was not the intention 
of a RESTORATION movement to create something new! 

10. The Lord’s church did not originate with the 
restoration movement anymore than Judaism or the Law 
of Moses originated with King Josiah or Nehemiah. 

E. What is the motive for these attacks? 

1. You may be wondering at this point about the motive 
behind these attacks. 

a) We can only surmise at to  motive,  but my 
opinion is  that it  has a great deal to  do with a 
desire on the part of some to  fit  in and be 
accepted by what they call “the larger religious 
community.”  This feeling is  especially 
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prevalent in a university setting, which would 
explain why universities a re the source of most 
of this.   

b) Just  as Israel rejected God as king so that 
they could be like the  countries around them, 
some among us appear to have rejected Christ  
as king so that they can be l ike the 
denominations that  surround us. 

c) John 12:42-43  Nevertheless even among the 
rulers many believed in Him, but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they 
should be put out  of the synagogue;   43 for  they 
loved the praise  of men more  than the praise of  
God. 

2. If you think I am overreacting, let me [Eric Hall] add a 
personal note – I have seen these attacks in action.  I 
have been a member of more than one congregation 
where these attacks not only occurred, but were endorsed 
by the leaders and by many of the members.  So if you are 
tempted to tell me this isn’t really happening, let me 
stress – I know it is happening because I have personally 
witnessed it, and I have witnessed the damage that it has 
done and is doing. 

III. The Game Plan: A Five Pronged Attack 

A. Attack #1: They tell us the “Church of Christ” is a man-
made organization that was born of the Restoration 
movement. 

1. We have just seen that the restoration movements in 
the Bible did not create a new man-made organization.  
Instead, they restored a divine organization. 

2. All denominations are of human origin.  The purpose of 
this prong of the attack is to convince us that the church 
of Christ is just another denomination.  Because 
denominations are all man-made, they must first convince 
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you that the church is a man-made organization, and that 
is what they try to do.   

3. And what does the Bible say?  Daniel 2 tells us that the 
church is not made with hands.  It is the church that 
Jesus himself promised to build in Matthew 16.  The 
Lord’s church was not built by man; it was built by the 
Lord.   

B. Attack #2: They tell us we should focus on the gospel. 
The church is just a secondary issue, along with many 
other similar secondary issues. 

1. This is the second prong of the attack.  To keep you 
from complaining about what they are doing to the 
church, they try to convince you that the church is really 
just a secondary issue.  It is not part of the “Core Gospel” 
they argue.  So as long as we all just agree to “celebrate 
Jesus” (whatever that means), it really doesn’t matter 
whether “our church” is man-made. 

2. And what does the Bible say? 

a) Luke 24:47  [Jesus said] that  repentance and 
remission of  sins should be preached in His 
name to all  nations,  beginning at Jerusalem. 

b) Jesus very clearly connected the gospel 
message with  the establishment  of h is church 
that, as  Isaiah and Micah prophesied, began at 
Jerusalem.  The gospel message was first 
proclaimed in Acts 2 on the day that the Lord’s 
church was established.   Those  who were saved 
on that day and every day since have been 
added by God to  the church.   The gospel and 
the church are inseparable. 

c) Warning bells  should sound whenever you 
hear someone categorize and priorit ize the 
word of  God.   We are to  obey all  of God’s 
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commands for us –  not just the ones we deem 
important. 

C. Attack #3: They tell us restoration is a continuing 
process.  Thus, we cannot say that the church has been 
restored; we can say only, perhaps, that the church is 
being restored. 

1. The third prong of the attack is to convince you that it 
is arrogant to say that the church has been restored (past 
tense).  Instead, they argue, the most we can ever say is 
that the church is being restored.  All of the 
denominations are on the same road heading back to the 
New Testament church, but no one (including us) can 
claim that we have arrived at the destination. (Who could 
possibly look at the denominational world today and 
argue that the denominations are on a road leading to 
New Testament Christianity?  Are the Episcopalians on 
this road with their gay bishops? If they are, they are 
going in the opposite direction as quickly as they can!)  

2. And what does the Bible say?  The examples of 
restoration from the Bible that we studied earlier in this 
lesson clearly establish that restoration can be a 
completed process.  It is completed when the proper 
worship and service of God has been restored, and we 
can know it has been completed by comparing what we 
are doing with the pattern revealed in Scripture. 

D. Attack #4: They tell us that as Christians we are all 
constantly growing, and thus, we can never say that we in 
the church have “arrived.”  We can never say that the 
church has been restored. 

1. The fourth prong of the attack is to convince you that 
we can never claim to be a part of the restored New 
Testament church because we, like all Christians, are 
constantly growing and maturing – and thus, they say, 
restoration is a continuing process. 

a) This is  the most easily refuted prong of the  
attack, but it  is  surprisingly common.  (It  has 
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been trotted out by no less than the  president of  
ACU.) 

b) A good example of  this attack comes from 
Rubel Shelly: “I fear . . .  that some of us have 
ceased to view restoration as a process in  
which each person struggles to  discover 
through the Bible truths he has not  known; 
instead, we th ink of  restoration as a  state that  
has been fully  achieved.” 

c) We just looked at two examples of 
restoration from the Bible.   In  either of  those 
examples did we see each person continually 
struggling to discover t ruths they had not 
known?  Or did we see a structural,  
organizational, and doctrinal  return at a 
specific point in time to a pattern  revealed in 
the word of  God? And once that return 
occurred, didn’t  we then see a state in which 
restoration had been fully  achieved? 

2. This attack can be dealt with quickly. 

a) Were first  century Christians a part  of the 
first  century church?  Yes. 

b) Was that fi rst  century church the Lord’s 
church? Yes. (Matthew 16) 

c) Did many fi rst  century Christians need to 
grow and mature  spiritually?  Yes.  (Hebrews 5) 

d) Is it  possible to be part  of  the Lord’s church 
and still  need to grow spiritually?  Yes. (This 
conclusion follows logically from the first 
three questions and answers.) 

3. That Christians need to grow spiritually is unrelated to 
the question of whether the church has been or is being 
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restored.  This attack is an example of a very common 
misdirection ploy.  Let’s not fall for it! 

E. Attack #5: They tell us that to understand “our church” 
and “our religious heritage” we need to carefully study all 
of the writings and sayings of the Restoration Leaders, 
who are the “pioneers” of “our movement.”  Those writings 
are the “source documents” of “our church.” 

1. The fifth part of the attack is to undermine the doctrine 
of the church by pointing out contradictions and 
inconsistencies in the writings of the restoration leaders. 

2. Real-Life Example: “You say that baptism is essential 
for salvation. I have found an article by David Lipscomb 
where he suggests that baptism is not essential.  Thus, 
you must be wrong that baptism is essential.” 

a) This particular example is an  actual example 
– but the supposed quote from David Lipscomb 
cited in the article turned out  to be fictitious.  
So not only was the logic faulty,  but the 
premise was flawed as well. 

3. I attended a Wednesday night class at another 
congregation where the topic one night was the 
communion service.  The teacher never discussed what 
the Bible had to say about the subject.  Instead, he 
discussed a number of articles by restoration leaders on 
the subject.  Those writings were his source materials, 
and he wanted us to change our understanding of the 
communion service based on those source materials. (He 
was a recent graduate of ACU, and he was no doubt 
telling us exactly what he had been taught at ACU using 
materials provided by his professors at ACU.) 

IV. Code Words – Warnings of Impending Attacks 

A. “Discovering Our Roots” 

1. An example of this phrase appears on a brochure I 
received in 1992 as a member at a congregation in Dallas.  
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That 1992 series of lessons was my first experience with 
this attack on the church.  I soon placed membership 
elsewhere. 

2. This phrase is used to describe their quest.  They want 
us to know where the church of Christ came from – or at 
least where they think it came from.  But as we will soon 
see, they do not look in the book of Acts.  According to 
them, our roots go back only to the early 1800’s. 

3. And what about those of us who trace our roots back to 
Acts 2?  That is why they call it a “discovery.” We are 
naive; they want to help us “discover” our real roots. 

B. “Our Religious Heritage” 

1. A “heritage” is something that comes or belongs to one 
by reason of birth.  For those who believe that the church 
of Christ was “born” out of the restoration movement, a 
study of “our religious heritage” involves a study of the 
writings that accompanied our “birth” in the 1800’s. 

2. Typically, those who stress the importance of studying 
“our religious heritage” will have very little to say about 
the book of Acts.  Instead, they will focus on the writings 
of the restoration leaders, as if those writings were 
somehow binding on us today. 

C. “Our Movement” 

1. This is a code phrase for the church.  Note that it is 
“our” movement, and hence “our” church, rather than the 
Lord’s church. 

2. The implication is that we can have our church and you 
can have your own church.  In their writings, they also 
speak of the Baptist movement, the Puritan movement, 
and a scholarly movement called Christian Humanism.  
Thus, according to them, there are many man-made 
religious movements, and we are just one such 
movement among many. 
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3. They argue that the birth of our movement occurred in 
the early 19th century. 

D. “Our Tradition” 

1. This code phrase describes what we typically refer to 
as the pattern for the church revealed in Scripture.  
Singing, partaking of communion each Lord’s day, 
autonomous local congregations, the role of women in 
leadership, etc. are all just “our” traditions – just a part of 
our religious heritage.  We have our traditions, and you 
can have your own traditions.   

E. “Our Church” 

1. We talked about this phrase in an earlier lesson.  You 
will hear the phrase “our church” a lot from this crowd, 
yet you will very seldom, if ever, hear about the Lord’s 
church. 

2. It is interesting that they call us arrogant, yet they are 
the ones who have created their own church! 

F. “Restoration Movement Churches” 

1. This code phrase is used as an umbrella to describe 
the church of Christ as well as denominations (such as 
the Disciples of Christ and the Christian Church) that 
have come out of the church of Christ.  The implication is 
that we should all just be one big happy family under this 
umbrella of human tradition. 

G. “Restoration Hermeneutics” 

1. This phrase is used typically in a negative sense to 
describe the way in which we interpret the Bible.  The idea 
seems to have developed that our practice of basing what 
we do on specific texts in the Bible (the so-called “proof 
text” method) was something new that came out of the 
restoration movement. 

2. Having read and studied the writings of the apostle 
Paul, however, it seems to me that the so-called “proof 
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text” method of Biblical interpretation predates the 
restoration movement by about 1800 years. 

H. “Historylessness” 

1. This code word is also used in a negative sense to 
describe those who believe that they are members of the 
Lord’s church established in Acts 2 and not a member of 
any man-made religious group. 

2. They argue that such a belief is naive, and that we 
should instead study the history of our group so that we 
can take our proper place among all of the other 
denominations in the world. 

3. Of course, our response is that we are not without 
history at all, but our history begins in Acts 2 (and even 
earlier if you include the prophecies that pointed toward 
the events in Acts 2). 

I. “The Un-Churched” 

1. This is a code phrase for the lost, but the lost have 
been redefined to include only those who are not 
members of any church, be it the Lord’s church or a 
denominational organization. 

V. The Key Players 

A. The material on the website includes a list of the key 
players in this attack on the Lord’s church. 

1. All of the key players are associated in some way with 
ACU and its Center for Restoration Studies.  Most of the 
books quoted in that material were published by the ACU 
Press. 

2. Let me say at this point that I have no connection with 
ACU, although I realize that quite a few here do.  If this 
lesson upsets you, I hope that you are upset with ACU 
rather than with me.  I am simply reporting to you what is 
being written and said by this group, and I am comparing 
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what they have written and said with what I read in the 
Bible about the Lord’s church. 

3. And if you have college age children, please make sure 
they are warned about what to expect.   

B. Examples of their Attacks (See the website material for 
citations.) 

1. “As we have seen, a critical attitude toward the past 
means that we take Christian traditions other than our 
own with great seriousness.  … When we view tradition A 
(our own) alongside traditions B, C, and D, we will begin 
to see dimensions of tradition A that we probably never 
saw before. … The effect of such engagement might best 
be described as a theological loss of innocence. … For if 
we naively assume that we are fresh and pure, that we 
stand above worldly compromise and spiritual failure, 
that we espouse only the Truth and nothing but the Truth, 
then we lose the capacity for self-criticism, for 
repentance, and thus for spiritual growth.” 

a) One wonders how the f irst century church 
was able to experience spiritual  growth since 
they also naively assumed they were fresh and 
pure and that they espoused the Truth and 
nothing but the  Truth. 

2. “First, there is the simple and observable fact that, 
throughout Churches of Christ, many people are 
questioning and sometimes rejecting the traditional 
doctrinal system that for several generations gave 
Churches of Christ their distinctive identity.  Acts and the 
Epistles as architectural ‘blueprint,’ as a rigid ‘pattern,’ as 
a collection of case law - these images and the 
interpretive method they support are steadily declining.” 

a) And they are doing their best to  accelerate 
that decline! 

b) A warning bell should  sound whenever you 
hear anyone in the church denigrate or 
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otherwise belittle the idea that there  is  a 
pattern for  proper worship  and church 
organization revealed in the Bible. 

3. “With so many questions flying around and so much 
uncertainty being expressed in various quarters, what an 
opportunity for the various faculties of our Christian 
colleges and universities to help shape the future! These 
are the best of times to be involved in Christian 
education! If we are to have a truly significant impact 
upon the national and international scene, faculties of 
religion must play leading prophetic roles in channeling 
and facilitating whatever changes loom ahead.  An 
outdated curriculum from a sectarian past that placed 
emphasis upon transmitting doctrinaire positions will not 
suffice if we would engage convincingly the larger arenas 
of current religious thought.  … Our graduate programs 
must train students how to think, to investigate the 
biblical text afresh, to feel the pulse of the world around 
them, to sense where things ought to go, and provide the 
kind of experiences that will enable servants to go out 
into churches and communities and provide direction.” 

4. “There is no point in time at which one can say that the 
church was restored and that now all we have to do is 
preach it.” 

a) These previous two quotes are from Carroll 
Osborn.   He later says that  we need to develop 
a “fresh definition of church.” 

b) What’s wrong with  the Bible’s definition?  I f 
the New Testament  church has not been 
restored,  then what is the church of  Christ?  If  
we are not the church that we read about in the 
New Testament,  then how is  “our movement” 
different f rom any other church on the block?  
Perhaps this explains why our focus across the 
brotherhood is rapidly  shifting from “saving  
the lost” to  “reaching  the unchurched .”  
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c) And if the  restoration is not  comple te, then 
what is lacking? What  part of the pa ttern are 
we not following?   

5. “Often I have read this passage [Matthew 16:13-18], and 
every time I find myself wondering what Jesus had in 
mind when he said ‘church.’  When Jesus promised to 
build his church on the confession of his Lordship, I 
wonder what he envisioned for his people, when he 
referred to ‘my church.’” 

a) And who made that  last  statement? The 
president of  ACU.  Yes, the president of ACU 
does not know what Jesus had in mind when he 
said “church.”   

b) If they were  still  alive today,  he could ask 
the many Christian men and women who 
contributed the money and resources that were  
used to build ACU.  They knew what Jesus 
meant when he said  “church.” 

6. “With their own leaders and slogans and a new zeal for 
standing for what they saw as the true basis of the 
original [Stone/Campbell] movement, the Churches of 
Christ took shape in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.” 

C. Notice that last quotation particularly – “the Churches of 
Christ took shape in the late 1800’s.” 

1. We are faced with a choice this morning.  Either the 
church to which we belong is the Lord’s church that we 
read about in Matthew 16 and Acts 2, or it is not.  If it is 
not, then we are members of a man-made denomination, 
which cannot be the eternal kingdom made without hands 
in Daniel 2. 

2. Either the church of Christ is the Lord’s church or it is a 
movement that “took shape in the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s.”  If you believe – as I do – that we are members of 
the restored New Testament church, then it is time for us 
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all to wake up and recognize that the Lord’s church is 
under attack.   


